The USS Lassen's October 2015 South China Sea freedom of navigation operation was exemplary in some respects
Introduction
On October 27, 2015, the USS Lassen, a US Navy destroyer, conducted a 72-nautical mile ("nm") transit in 'innocent passage' through the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea -literally on 'dangerous ground' 1 -completing one of the most publicized freedom of navigation operations ("FONOP") on record.
2 FONOPs generally receive little public scrutiny. The Lassen FONOP was especially unique in that the majority of attention it received came before the operation had even begun. Indeed, there were six months of public debate about the mission and its objective to pass within 12 nm of one of China's artificial islands -so much publicity that some legal experts suggested it may have amounted to "de facto notice" 3 of the operation to the Chinese.
In this article, however, the author argues that the unprecedented level of transparency surrounding the Lassen FONOP, though not always intended by the US administration, was a positive development since it helped make the goals of the US Freedom of Navigation ("FON") Program clearer to the international community. Greater transparency also helped to expose the rapacious pace of Chinese island building in the region and the subsequent damage to the marine environment. Nevertheless, while the US has made more information on its FONOPs in the South China Sea publicly available than usual, there are still lessons from the Lassen mission. Accurate and up-to-date information was lacking at crucial phases of the Lassen FONOP, which undermined its effectiveness. Increased transparency is essential for future missions of this nature. This paper is composed of eight parts including a short Introduction and Conclusion. Part two will discuss how increased transparency is in line with the goals of the FON Program. Part three will examine the role of images in the public debate over FONOPs. Part four will look at how the US has promoted freedom of navigation in the South China Sea as a benefit for the international community. Part five will discuss China's ambiguous claims in the South China Sea. Part six will 
